Zika Virus and the Pest Management Industry
Background
Zika is an emerging mosquito-borne virus that currently has no specific medical treatment or vaccine.
The pest management industry is urging the public to take precautions now to help curb problems during
the warmer months when biting mosquito populations tend to increase.
Zika virus is spread through the bite of infected mosquitoes in the Aedes genus, the same mosquitoes that
carry dengue fever and chikungunya. The primary carrier, Aedes aegypti, also called yellow fever
mosquito, is found predominantly in tropical and sub-tropical regions of the United States. Aedes
albopictus mosquitoes are also presumed to transmit the virus. This species, commonly known as
the Asian tiger mosquito, has a much wider distribution in the U.S and in addition to the southeast, is
found in northeastern and mid-west states.
Zika virus causes mild flu-like symptoms in about 20 percent of infected people, but the main concern
among leading health organizations is centered on a possible link between the virus and microcephaly, a
birth defect associated with underdevelopment of the head and brain, resulting in neurological and
developmental problems. The World Health Organization (WHO) recently declared Zika virus a global
health emergency.
The National Pest Management Association suggests the following mosquito prevention tips:
•

•

•

The mosquitoes that carry Zika virus are daytime biters, so people should take steps to protect
exposed skin from mosquito bites, even during the day, through the application of mosquito
repellant containing DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon-eucalyptus, or IR3535. Also, consider wearing
long pants, long-sleeved shirts, and closed-toe shoes when outdoors in places where mosquitoes
are active.
Mosquito-borne diseases that may be rare in the U.S. are common in many foreign countries, so
anyone traveling outside of the country should be aware of travel advisories currently in effect. If
a person becomes ill upon returning home, seek prompt medical attention.
Homeowners should identify and eliminate sources of standing water on their property such
as flowerpots, birdbaths, baby pools and grill covers. Aedes mosquitoes can breed in containers as
small as a bottle cap. We also recommend installing screens on all windows and doors and
patching even the smallest tear. If there are concerns about mosquito activity, contact a licensed
pest control company for advice on mosquito prevention and treatments.

President Obama has requested $1.8 billion in federal funds to combat Zika and hearings are being held in
both the Senate and House on how to properly allocate resources in anticipation of the warmer summer
months.
Position
NPMA encourages legislative and executive action to highlight the important role the pest
management industry plays in preventing exposure to mosquitoes. There are 20,000 pest control
companies who collectively employ over 150,000 service technicians. Many are trained to identify
and treat for mosquitoes in residential backyards, subdivisions, commercial properties and other
public and private settings. The pest management industry is a built-in pest defense network and
resources should be used to coordinate efforts and educate the public on available services and
common sense approaches to minimize exposure from Zika-carrying mosquitoes.

