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Don’t Let The Bed Bugs 
Bite…..

The Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services’ (VDACS) Offi ce of 
Pesticide Services (OPS) will 
be hosting a series of Bed Bug 
Forums in July.  

This series of educational 
workshops is designed to pro-
vide attendees with basic infor-
mation regarding the biology of 
bed bugs, the health signifi cance 
of the pest, inspection and cur-
rent treatment methods, regula-
tion of bed bug treatment, chal-
lenges of bed bug management 
and suggested best management 
practices.  

The workshops target 
specifi c stakeholder groups 
including pest management 
professionals providing bed bug 
control services, housing and or 
lodging services including man-
agement associations for multi-
family housing as well as hotel 
and lodging, public agencies or 
other private groups.

Bed bugs are not a new 
pest – their presence has been 
documented for centuries.  In 
the United States, bed bugs 
were common through World 
War II when the advent and use 
of pesticides, for example, DDT, 
virtually eliminated them as a 
household pest.  

In the last decade, due to 
a number of factors, including 
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global travel and commerce, 
housing trends, changes in 
pesticide usage, and insect re-
sistance, there has been a resur-
gence of these pests.  

Due to their long absence, 
research and information related 
to bed bugs was minimal un-
til the recent resurgence.  The 
upcoming Bed Bug Forums will 
provide the most current infor-
mation regarding bed bugs and 

the management of the pest.  
In addition, outreach ma-

terials will be provided to all 
participants including copies of 
all workshop presentations and 
fact sheets.  Fact sheets will be 
provided in both English and 
Spanish and include:

• Biology & Behavior
• Prevention
• Identifi cation
• Treatment / Control 
• Alternative Treatments 

(Heat, Cold, Fumiga-
tion, Dogs, etc…)

• Management/Action 
Plans 

• Hotel / Lodging facili-
ties

• Apartment Complexes

Currently the dates and lo-
cations for the Bed Bug Forums 
are as follows: 13 July – Roa-
noke, 19 July – Chesapeake, 
20 July – Richmond, 21 July 
– Northern Virginia, and 22 July 
- Northern Virginia. 

OPS will provide all 
licensed pesticide businesses 
with current certifi cation in 
7A – Structural Pest Control – 
with more specifi c information 
regarding the Bed Bug Forums 
as it becomes available.  

Registration will be re-
quired, however there will be no 
cost to attend.  Participation will 
be limited to two persons from 
each pesticide business. If after 
the registration deadline, avail-
able room in the meeting still 
exists, the two person limit will 
be lifted and registration will be 
accepted on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis until the vacancies 
are fi lled. 

For additional information, 
please visit www.vdacs.virginia.
gov/pesticides/ or contact Jeff 
Rogers at jeffrey.rogers@vdacs.
virginia.gov.

The upcoming, free 
Bed Bug Forums 
sponsored by OPS 
will provide the most 
current information 
regarding bed bugs 
and the management 
of the pest.  


